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There is impairment of sight, but the eyeballs are not as prominent as 
they were several years ago. Theeyesare surrounded by a pigmented 
areola, which varies in intensity. The mental faculties are little, it any 
impaired, but the memory is poor. Polyphagia and polydipsia are 
present. There is hyperidrosis, saccharine urine andalbumin uria have 
at times been observed, and there has been considerable oedema of the 
feet at times. The voice is masculine. MEIROWlTZ. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

Tea and its Effects. Jas. Wood, M.D. I Quarterly Jour, of Ine¬ 
briety , April, 1895.)—“Theinism,” according to this author, is a com¬ 
mon condition, for he found that since January 1, 1894, out of 1000 pa¬ 
tients applying for treatment, one hundred gave symptoms of tea ine¬ 
briation. The theine affects the nervous system primarily and the or¬ 
ganic system secondarily ; the taumic acid affects the digestive appar¬ 
atus and organs connected with it, while the essential oil gives the pe¬ 
culiar intoxication so typical of tea dipsomania. The length of time tea 
is infused will greatly change its composition and also its action upon 
the system. In an infusion of fifteen minutes of the finest Indian tea, 
the yield of taunin is nearly two and a half times as much as the finest 
china. In all teas the length of time of the infusion affects gieatly the 
composition, with possibly an exception in the case of the better qual¬ 
ities of China tea. The essential oil is present in larger quantities in 
the first infusion than in subsequent ones and if the tea is not drunk im¬ 
mediately it is soon lost. This explains the headaches of professional 
tea-tasters, who use the infusion immediately after it is made. The 
amount of tea which can be taken with impunity differs with the indi¬ 
vidual, but usually it is found that an ounce of tea-leaves used daily 
will soon produce poisonous symptoms. This amount would contain 
about ten grains of theine. p'rom the author’s ico cases the following 
analysis of symptoms was prepared:—.Sex, sixty-nine percent, female 
and thirty-one per cent. male. Quantity, two pints or less, fifty-four 
per cent ; four pints or less, thirty-seven per cent. ; ten pints or less, 
nine per cent. Strength, seventy-seven per cent strong, fifteen per cent, 
ordinary, eight per cent, not known. Number nervous, seventy-two per 
cent. Bowels, forty per cent, constipation, two per cent, diarrlicea, 
fifteen per cent, irregular. Pains, sixteen per cent, genual, ten percent, 
heart, nine per cent, back, six per cent, side, seven per cent, chest. Diz¬ 
ziness, twenty per cent. Faintness, eight per cent. Gastro-intestinal 
indigestion, nineteen per cent. Dreams, five per cent Depression, 
twenty per cent. Excited, five per cent. Suicide, three per cent. Head¬ 
ache, forty five per cent. Palpitation, nineteen per cent. Muscular 
tremor, twelve per cent. Insomnia, fifteen per cent. Theine which is 
the most important constituent of tea, lessens tissue metamorphosis, and 
if pushed far enough causes general arterial excitement, tremor,and a very 
urgent desire to urinate. The imaginative faculties become more acute 
or the mind may wander. It seems to affect chiefly the sensory system, 
but in larger doses may come convulsions. The amount of nitrogenous 
elements found in tea is too small to have any nutritive value. The es¬ 
sential oil is found more plentifully in the green tea and seems to be 
lost during the oxidizing process through which the leaves are put to 
produce the black variety. Green tea is also richer in theine and tau¬ 
nin. The influence which the green tea has on the nervous system and 
for which it is largely noted is due to the essential oil. The better 
class of people drink black tea, while the poorer classes, in Ireland es¬ 
pecially, use the cheaper varieties and cannot avoid the deleterous ef¬ 
fects which the better class escape. In reports just received from Ire¬ 
land great prominence is given to the immoderate use of tea as a cause 
of insanity. The difference in the sexes, regarding tie consumption of 
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tea, is probably explained by the greater use of tobacco by men and the 
consequent satisfaction for a stimulant, while women assuage the im¬ 
portunities of the system for a stimulant by tea. While theine and 
caffeine produce diametrically opposite effects for the most part, they 
are similar in causing cerebral excitement, wakefulness, hallucinations 
and a soporific state following the exhaustion of insomnia. Tea and 
coffee undoubtedly antagonize each other, or rather the symptoms 
which each are likely to produce alone are not present when the two 
are used together. This was noticed in some patients who could drink 
large quantities of tea and coffee and be but slightly affected. They, 
however, complained the most of insomnia and excitement and of al¬ 
most no other symptom. FREEMAN. 

Therapeutic Effect of an Exploratory Craniectomy .— 
Dasara ( Clinica Chirurgica , 1895, p. 35). 

As the result of a fall from a horse, the patient presented all the 
signs of fracture of the skull ; coma, otorrhagia, delirium, etc. 

This condition lasted a week, when epileptiform convulsions made 
their appearance and became more and more frequent. There was nys¬ 
tagmus, deviation of the eyes to the left, contracture of the left side of the 
face, trembling of the left arm and leg, trismus, and at last tetanic 
spasms of the whole body. Respiration stertorous ; lack of reaction in 
the pupils ; face cyanosed ; pulse rapid ; axillary temperature 100. 

The attacks increased in frequency until finally they came every two 
minutes. In a few hours the temperature rose to 103. 

A large exploratory incision at the point of the right asterion was 
made, but nothing abnormal was found either upon the meninges or in 
the brain. The attacks having disappeared as soon as the skull was 
opened, nothing further was done. The results of this operation were 
remarkable ; the temperature immediately returned to normal and the 
attacks ceased. At the end of twelve days the patient was entirely him¬ 
self again. In view of this unexpected result. Roth was of the opinion 
that the lesion was cerebral contusion, fracture of the internal table, and 
traumatic meningo-encephalitis, which was arrested in its evolution by 
the craniectomy. ROBINSON. 

A Case of Tetanus Cured by the Antitoxin of Tizzoni- 
Cattani. —Caretti (Riforma Medico., 1895). 

Seven days after the reception of a contused wound of the head, 
trismus appeared without fever. 

Chloral and bromide of potash were given, but the disease grew 
steadily worse. 

Injections of antitoxin were made forty-eight hours after the attack. 
These were repeated morniug and evening for four days, and the patient 
continued to take the chloral and bromide. 

The condition remained the same for two weeks, then the facial 
paralysis and the trismus progressively disappeared. The temperature 
never went beyond J03. This is the second case of tetanus treated by 
Tizzoni’s antitoxin. ROBINSON. 

Insomnia in Surgery. G. G. Van Schaick, M.D. (E.Y. Med. 
Jour.). Insomnia from whatever cause is an important complication 
of surgical disorders. Its relief is necessary to the patients’ comfort, and 
thereby the prognosis is improved and recovery materially assisted. 
Where pain is the chief factor, morphine is the only drug that will re¬ 
lieve with certainty. There are many surgical disorders with insomnia 
which may be relieved by trional. This remedy acts rapidly and safely, 
has no inhibitory action upon the secretions, seems to possess a stimu¬ 
lating effect, is well borne by the stomach, easily absorbed by the rec¬ 
tum and produces no unpleasant after effects. FREEMAN. 



